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and the cannonade soon became so hot that Olive was
compelled to take shelter in the grove. Here his men
were completely protected from the fire of the heavy
guns, whilst his field-pieces, firing through hastily cut
embrasures, did great execution amongst the enemy.
After the cannonade had lasted three hours, Olive, seeing
no sign of Meer Jaffier's promised co-operation, decided
to maintain his position till evening, and attack at mid-
night, when the enemy would be stupefied with sleep and
opium. At noon there was a heavy shower of rain,
and the enemy's cavalry, expecting the English fire to
slacken, advanced towards the grove. They were met
by a heavy fire of grape, and driven back, with the loss
of their leader, Meer Mudan. About 3 P.M. the enemy
drew off to their camp, and at this moment the corps on
the left was seen to detach itself from the main body,
and move towards the English right. It proved after-
wards to be that of Meer Jaffier, but this was not known
at the time, and it was kept at a distance by the field-
pieces. Shortly afterwards Kilpatrick noticed that the
French were withdrawing from the tanks, and, sending
an officer to tell Olive of what he had done, moved
rapidly forward to seize the position,
Olive, who, worn out with fatigue, was asleep when
the officer arrived, started up, and running forward
severely reprimanded Kilpatrick for deranging his plans.
On reaching the ground, however, he saw that as the
tanks were already occupied by his troops, and the
enemy were again streaming out of their entrenchments,
a renewal of the action was inevitable, and, with his
usual promptness, he decided to attack. Concluding
that the corps on his xight was that of Meer Jaffier,